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Now is the time to be thinking 
about it, not in 2008. 

Each youngster will need their 
own passport. 

Application forms can be picked 
up from the general post office in 
Crown Street. 

It might seem a long way off, 
buts it’s only 

10 MONTHS 
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With Scouts and Explorers from a number of Troops and 
Units around Darlington District coming along on our Alpine 
holiday, we have lots of people who don’t know each other 
and are going to spend two weeks together. 

To try and get everyone working together before then, we 
will be holding some “getting to know you” weekends, and 
planning days where you can get involved in deciding what 
we want to do in Switzerland. 

The first of these is not far away, but please try to get there: 

����  Sunday 14 th October – 10am – 4pm 
planning day at Widdowfield Street 
BRING A PACKED LUNCH – DRINKS PROVIDED 

����  25th – 27th January – 
GTKY weekend 1, Kettleness near Whitby 

����  7th - 9th March – 
GTKY weekend 2, Thornthwaite near Harrogate 

There will be other dates added nearer the trip 
depending on what planning is needed.
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In 1907, Scouting was founded and in the next 15 years it 
grew very quickly so that there were soon Scouts all over the 
world. In 1920, the first World Scout Jamboree took place in 
London and it was such a great success that Lord Baden-
Powell expressed his wish of a permanent international 
meeting place where Scouts from all over the world could 
come together.  

In 1921, the chief Scout of Switzerland, Walter von Bonstetten, was visiting Kandersteg on holiday and he found 
an old empty chalet. It had been built in 1908, when the Lötschberg railway tunnel was built through the 
mountains and, in 1913 when the tunnel had been finished, it had been left by the railway company. Around it 
were many other signs of the railway building, including other accommodation and the power station.  

Von Bonstetten felt that the place could be the meeting place that Baden-Powell dreamed about and wrote to 
him to let him know. The response was positive and, in February 1923 the "Scouts International Home" 
Association was set up; on 12 April 1923, the chalet and some land was bought and the Centre came into 
existence. It cost SFr. 15’100.-  

This is how the Centre began; now, more than 80 years later, you have the chance to come and visit 
Kandersteg and live Baden-Powell’s Dream . 

The Centre was founded in 1923 very much as a result of Baden-Powell’s dream expressed after the 1920 
World Scout Jamboree. He had seen the atmosphere and 
the impact created by bringing so many young people 
together and he wanted Scouts from around the world to 
be able to have a similar experience at any time. The 
result was his dream of a ‘Permanent Mini-Jamboree’; the 
result of this is Kandersteg International Scout Centre.  

The Centre is the World Centre of the World Organization 
of the Scout Movement (WOSM). This means that it is the 
World Centre for more than 28 million Scouts in more than 
150 countries around the world. It is not owned by any one 
country or association, it is owned by an international 
association of more than 450 members; individuals and 
National Scout Associations around the world, who are 
united by their feelings and support for the Centre.  

The year 1996 was one of the most important in the Centre’s history. It saw the completion of the first phase of 
the chalet extension project, designed to improve the Centre’s facilities and prepare it for the next millennium.  

Over the previous 75 years, the Centre had grown to cover the current 42 acres and had a cost a total of just 
over SFr. 35’000.- In 1994, work began on the chalet extension and a building on the campsite with a total cost 
of SFr. 3’500’000.- The first phase was completed in June 1996 and the second phase in May 1998.  

The aim of the new extension was not to provide more space for guests to stay, but to improve the facilities 
available to them while they are here. It also offered the opportunity to allow the Centre to cater for guests, and 
opened a whole range of programme and other activities to groups. 

In 1998, the Centre celebrated its 75th Anniversary with a 
series of events during the year, and since then, work has 
continued to improve the facilities, with room alterations 
and additions to the site being carried out each year 
during the quieter periods. The campfire circle, sports 
field, camp gateway, and chalet terrace have all just been 
renewed for the 2007 season. The continuing 
improvements allow the Centre to offer the guests staying 
here even more opportunities to ‘Live their Dream’. The 
Centre is unique – there is no other place like it in 
physical terms, and the magic that exists when 1’000 
young people from all over the world are together can 
rarely be found anywhere else. 
 
 
 



There are lots of activities that you 
can take part in around the Centre – 
you do not always have to go away 
from Kandersteg or into the 
mountains! The site offers a wide 
variety of different things for you and 
there are lots of opportunities for you 
to arrange your own activities.  

The many things available will allow 
you to have fun as well as to gain 
new skills and learn more about the 
Centre and the village. Many can be 
done on your own and at any time 
and are great to fill in some time 
during your days.  

Don’t forget that there are lots of 
other guests staying here at the 
Centre – why don’t you go and 
arrange to do one of these activities 
with another group? Perhaps you 
could do the Discovery Trail in the 
afternoon and then have dinner 
together – this also counts for part of 
the International Friendship Award. 

During the summer season there is a 
regular programme of evening 
activities going on around the site. 
The list below is for 2007, but next 
year’s should be similar. 

�  Pioneering Competition 

�  International Evening 

�  Race Against the World 

�  KISC Light Trail 

�  Pool party 

�  Swiss Culture Night 

�  International Disco 

�  International Campfire 

�  Glaciers, Alps and  
Avalanches talk  

�  International Barbecue 

 
Where are we? 
Kandersteg is easily reached 
by road and rail, and provides 
an excellent base for 
sightseeing or exploring the 
Alps. The Centre is situated at 1'200 metres above sea level, 65 
kilometres south of Bern. The Centre is at the southern end of the 
small, traditional village of 
Kandersteg and is open both to 
groups and individuals, Scouts 
and non-Scouts, throughout the 
year.  

The small mountain village of 
Kandersteg may seem a strange 
place to find the World Scout 
Centre! However, there are also 
lots of things for you to see and 
do here all year round, whether you want an active holiday or just 
want to relax and take it easy. It is a beautiful place, surrounded by 
snow covered Alps and with the special charm of a picturesque, 
mountain village.  

About 1’100 people live here in the village – so when the Centre is full 
the population more than doubles! Tourism and farming are the main 
industries with 25 hotels, lots of farms and a Buddhist monastery and, 
whenever you are here, you will see people from all over the world. 
_______________________________________________________ 

Switzerland has loads of places and things to see, the only problem is 
that there is not enough time to do everything! 

There are many other interesting 
places within a short journey 
from Kandersteg. So on those 
days when we’ve got tired of all 
that outdoor activity, our coach 
is available to take us wherever 
we want to go. 

If we take our coach out into the 
surrounding countryside, there 

are many fantastic areas in the Mountains which can be visited with 
some spectacular views of the Berner Oberland. 

Or why not just take off for the day to 
look around one of the interesting towns 
or cities that can easily be reached from 
the centre, Luzern, Thun, Interlaken, or 
Bern the Swiss capital.   
 


